TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'   SCHOOL

Practice on the Vocabulary

Towards the end of the year the teacher should try
to ensure that the names and sentences are really
known so that they can be recognised at sight. This
usually needs practice by games and little drills.

(1)  A collection of the names of the days and months
can be mixed up and shown as "flash" cards, i.e. shown for
a second or two and then turned down.   The children see
who can be first to say the name.

(2)  The names can be spread out on a table or hung in
any order on the blackboard. A child runs out and points
to a name and says it, then chooses another word for the
next child to say.

(3)  The same method can be used with the sentences
describing the weather, e.g. a child is called to find the
sentence that says "It is a sunny day," or the teacher holds
up a sentence and the children quickly make a sketch to show
its meaning.

(4)  The teacher can hold up a sentence, and say, "Read
this to yourselves and then tell me what Joan (the paper doll)
must wear to-day." (Many little games will occur to teachers
when using the calendar in this way, but we must always
keep the lessons lively and full of fun, if the children are
to enjoy the work and so put out their best effort.)

(5)  When the children are really familiar with a set of
sentences, an attempt at analysis can be made by discovering
words that are the same in two or more sentences, e.g.
"To-day it is windy," "It is raining to-day."   A child is
asked to read the two sentences, then to point to the word
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